Psychology 2520
Mind and Brain
Winter 2013
Instructor: Dr. Jacqueline Blundell


Lab instructor: Mr. Steve Milway

Office: SN-1061




smilway@play.psych.mun.ca

Phone: 864-7957




Teaching assistants: TBA
e-mail: jblundell@mun.ca






Office hours: 9:30-10:30 Thursday, Tuesday 2:30-3:30 (or by appointment)

Course Description: “You are your brain. If you want to understand why you feel the way you do, how you perceive the world, why you make mistakes, how you are able to be creative, why music and art are inspiring, indeed what it is to be human, then you need to understand the brain.” (Hawkins, 2004, p. 1-2). This course is designed to provide a foundation in neuroscience for all subsequent psychology courses for majors. In this course we will cover the basic structure of the nervous system, including the structure and function of the cells of the nervous system, psychopharmacology, and methods used in neuroscience research. We will then take this foundation and apply it to emotional behavior, learning and memory, and human communication.
Text: Physiology of Behavior (11th ed.), by Neil R. Carlson 

We will cover 8 chapters in the textbook (Chapters 1-5, 11, 13 and 14).

Evaluation:

Term Tests (2 x 20% = 40%): The term tests will be given on Thursday, Feb 7nd and Tuesday, March 14th. There will be no make-up tests. If you miss one of the term tests, the 20% will be added to your final exam, making it worth 60%. You must provide appropriate documentation (i.e., doctor’s note) for the missed test to prevent a grade of 0% being assigned. 

Final Exam (40%): The registrar will schedule the final exam. The final exam will test your knowledge of topics covered over the entire course.

Quizzes (10%): Over the course of the semester you will be given 10 quizzes. These quizzes will consist of short answer questions that can be completed in 10 minutes at the beginning of class. The tentative dates for these quizzes are: Jan 17, Jan 24, Jan 31, Feb 14, Feb 21, Feb 28, Mar 7, March 21, Mar 28, April 4th.  If your mark on your final exam is higher than your overall quiz average, then the 10% will be added to your final exam mark, making your final worth 50%.  
Assignment (10%): During the semester you will complete an assignment on Neuroanatomy and Digital Macroscopy. For this assignment you will examine sections of rat brain tissue under a microscope and take pictures of the slides. In addition to the lab exercise, there will also be a written component to the assignment. More details about the assignment will be given in a separate handout. The tentative due date for the assignment is Feb 28th.

Important website: http://dogsbody.psych.mun.ca/ 

